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Johnsbury Academy, in 1938, and re-
mained on the faculty for nine years.
From 1945 to 1982 he taught history at
Lyndon State College full-time. After
‘‘retiring’’ in 1982, he returned to the
Academy to teach Latin, where you
will still find him today. He also con-
tinued to teach one or two history
classes a semester at Lyndon State
College until 1996.

Most people consider Latin a dead
language, but if you were to enter
Graham’s classroom today you would
find it to be as alive and enjoyable as
ever. A testament to Graham’s teach-
ing skills was demonstrated at the
Academy in 1997, when 47 of his 52
Latin students, over 90 percent, made
honors on the National Latin Exam, an
extremely challenging test taken by
over 90,000 students across the United
States.

Graham’s contributions to education
do not end in the classroom. While
teaching, he also served in the
Vermont Legislature for over 25 years.
He was a member and chair of the
Vermont Senate Education Committee
during the 1960s, helping to create
Vermont’s education laws. Indeed, the
self proclaimed Ambassador of the
Northeast Kingdom has positively af-
fected every single student in the state
of Vermont over the last 30 years. In
fact, his influence has even reached
students outside of Vermont, due to his
tenure on the New England Board of
Higher Education. But Graham always
remained supremely faithful to the stu-
dents in his classroom, once even
teaching class over the phone from the
Vermont Statehouse.

One can look at Graham’s education
accomplishments alone and see a life-
time of work and success. However, his
influence has touched many in other
fields as well. As President of the
Vermont Historical Society from 1965
to 1969, his many successes included se-
curing a permanent home for the orga-
nization in the historic Pavilion Office
Building in Montpelier. He has also
served on a number of commissions, in-
cluding the Commission on Interstate
Cooperation, the Historic Sites Com-
mission, the Commission to Study
State Government (or ‘‘Little Hoover’’
as we called it), the Vermont Civil War
Centennial Commission, the board of
managers of the Council of State Gov-
ernments, and the Education Commis-
sion of the States. In addition, the
thousands of people who check into the
Northeastern Vermont Regional Hos-
pital each year should be thankful to
Graham as he is largely responsible for
its existence. I could go on, but I’m
afraid it would take the remainder of
this session of congress to do so.

I am thankful for the opportunity to
provide my colleagues with a shining
example of a real Vermont renaissance
man. I join countless Vermonters in of-
fering my heartfelt congratulations
and gratitude to Graham Stiles Newell
for his many years of hard work and
dedication to the citizens of Vermont.∑

TRIBUTE TO BARB RABE

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the work of Barb
Rabe, who retired after 29 years of
service in the Oshkosh School District.
She began her career in the Oshkosh
School District in 1970 at the Perry
Tipler Middle School as a Teachers As-
sistant, and then transferred to Oak-
wood Elementary School where she
served for the next 27 years. During her
years of service, Barb worked for six
principals, adapting to each new prin-
cipal’s style, and was always actively
involved as the staff grew from 12 to 42
and the student population grew from
200 to 500. She worked hard at creating
partnerships with staff, students and
families that would foster collabora-
tion, cooperation and allegiance.
Barb’s strong work ethic, energy and
enthusiasm will be missed.

While mastering the key elements of
organization and flexibility, giving of
her time and talent in serving the fac-
ulty and students of Oakwood School,
and showing love and appreciation for
students, she also came up with new
ideas to adapt to the changing work
environment. She developed the com-
puterized milk and lunch money collec-
tion program at the school, which
helped the school collect money more
efficiently and thoroughly. She also
purchased her own computer years be-
fore the school purchased them and
took her work home to complete it in
an organized fashion. When Oakwood
School became computerized, she
played an instrumental role in the con-
version process. The students and staff
of Oakwood will miss her professional
and positive demeanor, although her
husband of 45 years, Gordon, and their
three sons and their families, will
enjoy spending more time with her.
Barb will be sorely missed by the en-
tire Oakwood Elementary School com-
munity, however I extend my best
wishes for a healthy, enriched and re-
warding retirement.∑

f

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SAN
DIEGO REGIONAL PRINTING FA-
CILITY OF THE JOHN H.
HARLAND COMPANY

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, this
year marks the 30th anniversary of the
San Diego Regional Printing Facility
of the John H. Harland Company.

The John H. Harland Company was
founded in 1923, and is the second larg-
est check printer in the United States.

The John H. Harland Company
opened its doors in California in 1969.
Today, the San Diego Regional Print-
ing Facility employs 249 employees and
fills 98,900 orders per week. The jobs
this facility has brought to our state
throughout the years have been of
great benefit to California.

I offer my congratulations to the
John H. Harland Company and its em-
ployees on the occasion of its 30th An-
niversary and wish it great, continued
success in the future.∑

TRIBUTE TO MR. MICHAEL J.
NAPLES

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Mi-
chael J. Naples. ‘‘Napes,’’ as he is affec-
tionately called by all who know him,
is retiring after 29 years of teaching at
Ocean City High School in New Jersey.
He has earned great respect from stu-
dents and peers alike. Each year the
students Mr. Naples’ taught and the
athletes he coached attest to his dedi-
cation to excellence.

Although his first commitment was
to education, his enthusiasm for cross-
country and track leave an enduring
legacy at Ocean City High School. Mr.
Naples’ cross-country record over the
last 21 years is 209 victories and 28
losses. His track record is 133 wins and
only 8 losses. During his tenure as a
track coach, Mr. Naples led the Raiders
to two state titles and coached 9 indi-
vidual state champions.

His greatest moment as a coach came
during the 1989 cross-country season,
when he inspired his girls’ team to cap-
ture the first state title for an Ocean
City High School team in 24 years!

Mr. President, it is often difficult to
say goodbye to a teacher who has
touched the lives of so many people.
This is a teacher whose former stu-
dents are continually coming back to
thank him for inspiring them, edu-
cating them and, most importantly,
caring about them. My deepest respects
go to this inductee of the New Jersey
Interscholastic Athletic Association
Hall of Fame. He has left a lasting leg-
acy of high academic standards and ex-
cellence in sports.∑

f

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH HON-
ORS WEST VIRGINIA ADOPTION
ANGELS

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor three West Virginia
individuals who have recently been
awarded ‘‘Adoption Angel’’ awards by
the Congressional Coalition on Adop-
tion. Larry and Jane Leech and Judge
Gary Johnson are truly ‘‘angels’’ in
adoption.

President Clinton recently pro-
claimed November ‘‘National Adoption
Month’’. It is a good time to re-commit
ourselves to doing all we can to ensure
that all children have the opportunity
to grow up in safe, stable and perma-
nent homes.

During Adoption Month in 1997, the
Adoption and Safe Families Act, a bill
I sponsored, was signed into law. This
act, for the first time ever, made chil-
dren’s safety, health and opportunity
for loving, stable families the para-
mount factors to consider when plan-
ning for children in foster care. The act
provided incentive bonuses for states
successful in increasing adoptions.

My state of West Virginia has made a
lot of progress in moving kids out of
foster care and into permanent homes.
When the adoption bonuses for 1999
were announced, I was proud that West
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Virginia, because three of our state’s
children. Brian, Shawn and Sarah
Keane, had the honor of introducing
President Clinton the day the bonuses
were announced. The 3 Keane children
along with 208 more West Virginia fos-
ter children moved in with their adop-
tive families in 1998.

Our State is working hard to increase
public awareness of adoption and chil-
dren needing homes. A quarterly news-
letter, ‘‘Open Your Heart, Open Your
Home’’ features stories of waiting chil-
dren and successful adoptive families.
In May, Dave Thomas came to West
Virginia for the third annual Foster
and Adoptive Parent Recognition Day,
to recognize adoptive parents who pro-
vide homes for children with special
needs.

We have been able to make this
progress largely as a result of the ef-
forts of the individuals who were hon-
ored by the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption, and other dedicated and
hard-working West Virginians like
them. Let me tell you a little about
these ‘‘angels’’.

Larry and Jane Leech have been fos-
ter parents for many years, opening
their home and their hearts to children
in need of both. Working with the West
Virginia Department of Health and
Human Resources, the Leeches adopted
a sibling group of three young boys,
twins age 4 and an older brother, age 6,
in 1998. Now, a year later, the Leeches
are again in the final stages of adopt-
ing another sibling group—this time,
three older girls. Mr. and Mrs. Leech
also have three biological children.
They have a tremendous amount of
love and a strong commitment to all
nine of their children. Recently, the
Leeches and their children visited the
West Virginia Governor’s mansion
where they were honored by First Lady
Hovah Underwood, for their commit-
ment to children in need.

Judge Gary Johnson believes that all
children in the foster care system de-
serve permanent homes. As the 28th
Judicial circuit judge, elected in 1992,
Judge Johnson has worked closely with
the West Virginia Department of
Health and Human Resources. He
meets with them quarterly to review
problems or identify issues that pre-
vent children in West Virginia from
achieving permanence in their lives.
Judge Johnson continually increases
his own knowledge of the issues by at-
tending conferences on child welfare.

The progress we have made since the
passage of the 1997 Adoption Act is sig-
nificant. Certainly the 211 West Vir-
ginia children who found families last
year, including the six children who
now call Larry and Jane Leech ‘‘Mom’’
and ‘‘Dad’’ know that. But over 400
West Virginia children are still waiting
and hoping to be adopted—over 100,000
children in our nation are still waiting
and hoping to be adopted. Too many of
these chilldren are growing up in the
insecurity of foster care. Too many of
them are becoming teenagers without a
permanent family.

And that is why we need ‘‘National
Adoption Month’’. We need opportuni-
ties to honor the angels in adoption
like the Leeches and Judge Johnson.
And we need the opportunity to pub-
licly re-new our commitment to ensur-
ing that all children have the oppor-
tunity for permanent adoptive homes.

I am pleased to join the other mem-
bers of the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption in honoring more than 50
‘‘Angels of Adoption’’ from around the
country. I am doubly pleased that 3 of
these angels are from West Virginia.
And I pledge to continue to work on
legislation that will help all of West
Virginia’s, and America’s foster chil-
dren have the opportunity that the
Leech children now have, the chance to
grow up in a permanent, loving family.

I urge my colleagues to dedicate
themselves to this effort as well.∑
f

JEWISH HISTORY IN GREECE

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, in
recent years there has been renewed in-
terest in the early history of the Jew-
ish community in Greece. The Hellenic
and Jewish peoples have had a long and
constructive relationship, and that
interaction has been one of the founda-
tions of Western civilization.

An important part of this historical
movement is the renewed research on
historic Jewish sites in Greece. There
is now an active and impressive Jewish
museum in Athens which has served as
a focal point for this activity. These ef-
forts have spawned a number of indi-
viduals to do their own family and
group research; and I am pleased to re-
port that one of my constituents, Dr.
Judith Mazza, has written an excellent
account of her visit to Greece entitled,
‘‘First-time Traveler’s Impressions of
Jewish Sites in Greece,’’ which was
published in the spring 1999 issue of Kol
haKEHILA. Dr. Mazza is descended
from a Romaniote Jewish family from
Greece, and her article depicts suc-
cinctly the rich and enduring Jewish
cultural and religious legacy in Greece.
I recommend it to all those interested
in the history of the Jewish people and
ask that the article be inserted at this
point in the RECORD.

The article follows:
[From Kol haKEHILA, Spring 1999]

A FIRST-TIME TRAVELER’S IMPRESSIONS OF
JEWISH SITES IN GREECE

(By Dr. Judith Mazza)

I first saw mention of the Jewish Museum
of Greece, located in Athens, about twenty
years ago. Curious about my family history,
I joined the Museum as an ‘‘American
Friend.’’ Upon joining, I received a letter
from the founder (now Director Emeritus) of
the museum, Nicholas Stavroulakis, con-
cerning my family name (Mazza, Matsas,
Matza, etc). I learned from that letter that
my family most probably was a Romaniote
family rather than a Sephardi family. I then
understood why my father’s family never
spoke Ladino (judaeo-espanol). My father,
born in the United States, spoke Greek at
home, as did his parents (who emigrated to
the United States in the early 1900s from
Ionnina and Corfu).

My husband and I were curious to visit
Jewish sites in Greece. My interest had been
stimulated by the book Jewish Sites and
Synagogues of Greece (Athens, 1992) by
Stavroulakis and Timothy DeVinney. Prior
to reading this book, I knew little about the
communities that had existed in Greece
prior to World War II. I did not have the op-
portunity to travel to Greece until Novem-
ber 1998. As soon as I knew I would be in Ath-
ens, I attempted to contact the Jewish Mu-
seum of Greece. Kol haKEHILA, was the first
internet source to give me a way to contact
the museum by e-mail.

By e-mail, I asked the museum’s curator,
Zanet Battinou, to help find us a knowledge-
able guide for our day in Athens. She rec-
ommended Dolly Asser. In addition to vis-
iting ancient sites in Athens that day, Ms.
Asser also took us to the Jewish Museum of
Greece, and to the two modern synagogues in
Athens.

ATHENS

We began our day at the Museum. It had
recently relocated and now occupies an en-
tire building in the Plaka neighborhood. The
museum has a number of floors, each with a
different focus. As a first-time visitor, I
found it interesting to see historic artifacts,
documents, clothing and a wide variety of re-
ligious and domestic objects. There is a re-
search library on the top floor. School chil-
dren arrived as we were leaving, so appar-
ently a visit to the Jewish Museum of Greece
has become a part of the public school cur-
riculum.

After we left the museum, we visited the
two synagogues. They are located on
Melidoni Street, immediately across the
street from one another. The street is gated
and guarded by an armed policeman as a pre-
caution against potential terrorist incidents.

We first went to the Beth Shalom syna-
gogue, which is the only actively used syna-
gogue for the 3,500 Jews in Athens today. Ms.
Asser introduced us to Rabbi Jacob Arar,
who studied in France and Israel, inasmuch
as there are no rabbinical schools in Greece.
The outside of the building has simple lines
and is faced in white marble. The interior of
the synagogue is mostly wood paneled and
has a warm and comfortable feeling.

Directly across the street is the Ianniotiki
synagogue, which had been built by
Romaniote Jews from Ionnina. It is located
on the second floor of the building. The
lower floor houses the Athens Jewish com-
munity offices. We obtained the key to the
synagogue from the office staff and walked
through a hallway into a courtyard. The
courtyard was fully paved except for a small
area from which one large palm tree grew.
We walked up the narrow exterior stairs to a
walkway, and unlocked the door. This syna-
gogue was smaller and seemed older than the
synagogue across the street. We later
learned that it is mostly used for special oc-
casions. It is elegant in its simplicity.

RHODES

We had the opportunity to see one other
Jewish site in Greece when we stopped in
Rhodes a few days later. We had seen a
website for the Jewish Museum of Rhodes
before our travels began at
www.RhodesJewishMuseum.org. We sought
out the island’s synagogue and adjacent mu-
seum. Finding the street in the old walled
city of Rhodes was not too difficult, as it was
clearly labeled and the synagogue is noted
on tourist maps. As we walked toward the
synagogue and museum, we knew that we
were in what had once been the Jewish quar-
ter of the city. We could see Hebrew inscrip-
tions above some of the doorways, signifying
houses built by prominent Jewish families.
However, many of these buildings appeared
to be in a state of disrepair. Unfortunately,
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